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CHRIS KERN 
SUPREME COURT: A NEW INTEGRATION ISSUE? 
ANNCR: 
THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT -- IN A UNANIMOUS DECISION -- 


HAS EXTENDED THE AUTHORITY OF AMERICAN JUDGES TO ORDER RACIAL 
INTEGRATION ACROSS CITY AND SUBURBAN LINES. THE RULING MEANS 
THAT GOVERNMENT HOUSING FOR POOR BLACK RESIDENTS OF A CITY 
MAY HAVE TO BE BUILT IN LARGELY-WHITE SUBURBAN AREAS, AND 
CHRIS KERN HAS SOME OBSERVATIONS ON THE IMPACT OF THE COURT'S 
DECISION, 

VOICE: 

IT HAS BEEN MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS SINCE THE U.S, SUPREME 
COURT BEGAN A SYSTEMATIC EFFORT TO END RACIAL SEGREGATION. MOST 
LAWS THAT ENCOURAGED DISCRIMINATION WERE LONG AGO DECLARED 
UNCONSTITUTIONAL, AND MOST WHITE AMERICANS NOW ACCEPT THAT 
WITHOUT PROTEST, BUT THE SUPREME COURT'S EFFORTS TO REMEDY 
PAST DISCRIMINATION CONTINUE TO BE CONTROVERSIAL, AND A NEW 
RULING ON RACIAL INTEGRATION OF HOUSING MAY WELL REVIVE THE 
DEBATE. 

THE SUPREME COURT HAS EXTENDED THE AUTHORITY OF LOWER COURT 
JUDGES TO ORDER RACIAL INTEGRATION IN METROPOLITAN NEIGHBORHOODS, 
EVEN IF THAT MEANS THAT GOVERNMENT-SUBSIDIZED APARTMENTS FOR 
POOR BLACK RESIDENTS MUST BE BUILT IN MOSTLY-WHITE SUBURBAN AREAS. 
THE COURT'S OPINION MAKES IT CLEAR THAT THE LOWER COURTS DON'T 
HAVE TO ORDER SUBURBS TO MAKE ROOM FOR LOW-INCOME CITY BLACKS 
IN EVERY CASE, BUT IT DOES SAY THAT SOLUTION SHOULDN'T BE 
RULED OUT AS ONE WAY OF CORRECTING PAST DISCRIMINATION. 

AMERICAN LAW ALREADY PROHIBITS DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
BLACKS WHO WANT TO BUY HOMES OR RENT APARTMENTS IN PREDOMINATELY- 
WHITE NEIGHBORHOODS, BUT THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISION SAYS 
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THAT IN PROVIDING PUBLIC HOUSING FOR THE POOR, GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS CANNOT PERPETUATE THE RACIAL COMPOSITION OF A 
NEIGHBORHOOD THAT HAS NEVER BEEN INTEGRATED VOLUNTARILY. 

MANY AMERICANS ARE SURE TO SEE THAT AS STILL ANOTHER SIGN 
OF WASHINGTON'S INTERFERENCE WITH THEIR LIVES. MOST OF THEM 
WILL SURELY DENY THAT THEY HAVE ANY RACIST MOTIVE FOR MAINTIANING 
THE PRESENT COMPOSITION OF THEIR COMMUNITIES. THEY TEND TO SEE 
THE ISSUE IN A MORE POSITIVE LIGHT -- A DESIRE TO MAINTAIN 
THE BONDS OF NATIONAL ORIGIN AND TRADITION THAT TIE THEIR 
COMMUNITIES TOGETHER, BUT SOME OF THOSE WHO PROTEST THE 
SUPREME COURT'S RULING ARE LIKELY TO POINT OUT THAT BUILDING 
PUBLIC HOUSING FOR THE POOR IN AN ESTABLISHED RESIDENTIAL 
NEIGHBORHOOD TENDS TO LOWER PROPERTY VALUES, AND A HOME IS 
BY FAR THE LARGEST SINGLE INVESTMENT THAT THE AVERAGE 
AMERICAN FAMILY MAKES. 

NOR IS THE SUPREME COURT'S DECISION CONFINED TO HOUSING. 
THE OPINION SUGGESTS THAT THE COURT IS MORE WILLING TO PERMIT 
AREA-WIDE INTEGRATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS THAN MOST OBSERVERS 
THOUGHT. TWO YEARS AGO, THE COURT STRUCK DOWN AN ATTEMPT TO 
TRANSFER STUDENTS BETWEEN INNER-CITY AND SUBURBAN SCHOOLS 
IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A BETTER RACIAL MIX IN EDUCATION, BUT 
THE COURT NOW SAYS THAT IT DIDN'T INTEND TO PROHIBIT AREA-WIDE 
INTEGRATION IN EVERY CASE AND THAT IT MAY BE JUSTIFIED UNDER 
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES. 

THE SCHOOL INTEGRATION QUESTION -- KNOWN AS "BUSING" BECAUSE 
THE STUDENTS ARE TAKEN IN SCHOOL BUSES TO DISTANT NEIGHBORHOODS ~- 
HAS FADED IN RECENT MONTHS, APPARENTLY BECAUSE MOST AMERICANS 


ARE NOW CONVINCED THAT THEIR ELECTED OFFICIALS ALMOST UNIFORMLY 
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OPPOSE THAT INTEGRATION METHOD, BUT BY AUTHORIZING SIMILAR 
PLANS TO CORRECT PAST DISCRIMINATION IN HOUSING, THE SUPREME 
COURT MAY HAVE GIVEN NEW LIFE TO THIS HEATED POLITICAL ISSUE 
IN TIME FOR A NATIONAL DEBATE IN THE CONTEST OF THE CAMPAIGN 
FOR PRESIDENT. 
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